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Cities and space in MediterraneanCities and space in Mediterranean

“ h hi f di i h hi f h i i d f di“The history of Mediterranean is the history of the cities and, for Mediterranean  
populations, the city has been and continues to bet the “magnet”, an almost irresistible 
call, so that its urban tradition has no comparison in the rest of the world”.(Leontidou, 
1990)1990)



Cities and space in Mediterranean
“Much more than climate, geology and relief, Mediterranean owes ist unit to an early
established and persistent network of cities and villages: the Mediterranean space
has been formed around it…. 
Mediterranean Cities didn’t arise from the  country side, but the  country side arose
from the city and it is slightly sufficient to feed it.
Maurice Aymard “Espaces” in F. Braudel (ed.), La Méditerranée



Urbanization continuity and superlocal transport networks



Mediterranean Port cities
hubs of local and international flows



The Historical Heritage

The Mediterranean coasts feature the world’s greatest concentration of historic 
sites and monuments, the rich legacy of thousands of years of successive 
civilizations, trade, conquests and conflicts.

more than 40 % of  Unesco world heritage concentrates in Mediterranean



The Islamic city
City as a faithful community

Double Centrality
• Mosque and religious functions• Mosque and religious functions
• Souk permanent market  

Separation of functionsSeparation of functions
The sacred city
The market city 
Residential space closed with respectResidential space closed with respect
to the external space



Cities of the LevantCities of the Levant

• XVII‐XIX century
• Immigrations from central Asia 

bizanthium ottaman influencebizanthium ottaman influence

• Hubs of maritime transport

Istanbul • Separation of public and private 
spaces

• No clear distinction between
town and country

Beirut



The European CityThe European City

Three polarizations:
Church square
Market square
Town hall square

Mixed land use
V i l i l iVertical social mix



Heritage and development pressureHeritage and development pressure



ChallengesChallenges

hi h i i i h d Ci i ?• Which winning assets in the Med Cities?
• Which urban economic Base for their
development?

• Which governance?g
• Which policies for cohesion and wellbeing of 
their territory?their territory?

• Which regeneration plans for historical fabrics
under pressure for redevelopment?under pressure for redevelopment?

• Which role of EU cooperation? 


