With this international initiative, AISRe would like to bring to the attention of its
members and, more generally, of the scientific community of the Regional Science,
the Mediterranean theme, whose political, geostrategic and economic importance
for Italy is well known.

The Maghreb, the Near and Middle East are areas of great challenges and opportu-
nities for our country, especially in light of the evolution of the systemic changes
taking place as a result of events occurred since 201 I.

Mediterranean Cities, since the antiquity, have plaid a major role as hubs of culture,
innovation and production and transport linkages, areas where people live and in-
teract according to customs which are increasingly common at the international
level. Last but not least, cities are the centers of democracy, political participation
and policy institutions. Although the congress will focus on urban areas, it will also
consider the case of industrial clusters and of rural/tourist areas. All these areas are
undergoing similar challenges in the regions of the Mediterranean basin.

The Arab South Mediterranean regions and countries and those of South Europe
share a long historical tradition of economic, cultural and political contacts and now
are facing common problems. Past political conflicts between the countries in the
Mediterranean basin, as in other areas within Europe, may represent now the base
of a strong reciprocal knowledge, respect and trust and the existence of common
values.
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